
Based on Reginald Fuller, Preaching the New Lectionary 

 

Readings for the Easter Vigil 
 

These Bible readings precede the celebration of the sacraments of baptism, confirmation and eucharist.  Read in the 
light of the Easter Candle, even the Old Testament passages speak to us of Christ, and of our union with him dying 
and rising in baptism, of being sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and of sharing in the Lord’s Supper. 
 

1. Genesis 1:1-2:2 (short version 1:1, 26-31).  Creation.  What happened once is happening again.  

God, through Christ, is recreating the world which was intended as good but which has been ruined 

by sin.  Christ, “the first-born of all creation” (Colossians 1:15), is fulfilling God’s plan to bring all 

things in heaven and earth into one in him (Eph 1:10).  In baptism, we become a new creation, by the 

same Spirit who once breathed over the primordial waters and tonight comes over the font. 

2. Genesis 22:1-18.  Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac.  What God did not ask of Abraham, God 

himself willingly gives for the life of the world:  his only Son, his beloved, as a sacrifice that leads 

not to death but to ultimate life.  “God himself will provide the sheep for the sacrifice,” Abraham says 

– it is Jesus, the Lamb of God.  Psalm 16 follows this reading, interpreted as foreshadowing the 

resurrection:  “You will not abandon my soul to the nether world…. You will show me the path to 

life.”  Jesus is the sacrifice that brings salvation, both aspects of the paschal mystery. 

3. Exodus 14:15-15:1.  Crossing the Red Sea.  As in creation, God divides the water and makes dry 

land appear. What God did previously for one people, he now does for the salvation of all, offering 

freedom from slavery to sin and death through the waters of baptism.  The water of the font now 

accomplishes the same thing the water of the Red Sea once did.  “The waters of the Red Sea prefigure 

the waters of baptism, and the Israelites you once freed from slavery become a sign of your Christian 

people … [who] receive the new birth through the gift of the Holy Spirit” (prayer after this reading). 

4. Isaiah 54:5-14.  The Church as God’s Bride and City.  God is joined to his people with a bond 

that nothing can destroy:  “Though the hills be shaken, my love will never leave you.”  This is the 

tender love of Christ for the Church, the baptized.  The passage recalls Noah and the great flood, 

whose water “made an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness” (Blessing of Water).  God does 

the same thing tonight with the water of baptism.  Psalm 30 celebrates God’s mercy in raising us up 

and bringing us back to life in baptism.   

5. Isaiah 55:1-11.  Come to the Water.  God offers a free invitation to the water and food of life, 

which the elect will soon receive in the sacraments of baptism and eucharist.  God’s word – which 

goes forth and does not return until it does God’s will – is the same Word that “became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14) until he accomplished his Passover for our salvation.    

6. Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4.  Come to Wisdom.  This hymn praises the wisdom given those who have 

received new life through water and the Spirit.  It is none other than Christ, “the wisdom of God” (1 

Corinthians 9:21), “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), who “has appeared on earth and 

moved among his people” (vs. 38).  Anointed with chrism, the neophytes “shine with joy for their 

maker” (vs 35) as they have “turned” to “walk in the light” of Christ  (4:2). 

7. Ezekiel 36:16-28.  Cleansed with Water.  When Israel was in Exile in a foreign land, God 

promised to unite them, bring them home, cleanse them with water, and put his spirit in them.  These 

promises are realized for all who are baptized into Christ and given a new birth.   Psalm 42 expresses 

the desire of the elect for baptism:  “Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, 

my God.” 

Epistle:  Romans 6:3-11.  Baptism is Death to Sin for New Life.  The font is a tomb where our old  

selves are crucified with Christ.  We die with Christ in baptism.  Our union with Christ is real now, 

but will become complete at the end of time.   

Gospel:  Matt 28:1-10 (Year A), Mark 16:1-7 (Year B), or Luke 24:1-12 (Year C).  The Women at  
the Tomb.  “‘You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.”  (Mk 

16:6) 


